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unequivocally for complete Independence not >as a "distant goal but ,as the -immediate
objective aud-if Dominion Status were granted by sr-st December 1929,<-we;> would
s*ill stand out boldly for complete Independence. - We • gave expression io;, this view
at the last session of the Indian National- Congress at* Calcutta and it will be our
duty to reiterate it \\hen the Congress assembles at Lahore in-December next. ; - -
"With regard to the second commitment, we feel that the conference proposed
is not really a Roun! Table Conference and we would request our countrymen not
to give it that dignified appellation. The machinery and procedure laid down^in
connection with the Simon Commission for determining how the Indian constitution
should be amended are to remain intact. It is not clear whether the conference will
be confined to representatives of the British Government on the one side and
representatives of Indian Nationalist on the other. Nor is it known that the conclusions
to be arrived at by the conference will be final and binding on both the parties.
In the circumstances, the proposed conference cannot by any stretch of imagination
be called a Round Table Conference.
"It may be argued that because the Labour Party are not in power and their
proposals may be turned down by the Liberals and the Conservatives, we _ should
strengthen their hands by offering our co-operation in response to the Viceregal
announcement This only betrays the existence of inferiority complex in^ ourselves.
There is no reason why we should have this undue solicitude for any political party
in England, for freedom will come not as a gift from Great Britain but through our
own sacrifices, suffering and struggle. If any political party in England is opposed
to India's freeedom a time will soon come when they will realise that it is in
England's interests to recognise India's right to be free.
"In conclusion, we would ask our countrymen not to be misled by pious statements
of the Viceroy and the Secretary of State but to increase their efforts in the task
of preparing the country for the situation they will have to face at the time ^of the
Lahore Congress. The ultimatum delivered at the Calcutta Congress expires on
3ist December 1929. If Dominion Status is not granted by then, the Congress as
a body will have to follow up the ultimatum to its logical conclusion. It is, therefore,
imperative that our attention should not be distracted in the slightest degree from
the task we now have in hund, viz, preparing the country for the coming crisis".
Leaders' Conference at Allahabad
The Leaders' Manifesto for the time being created general  satisfaction  as  much
for its contents as for the unity   achieved.    Pandit Jawharlal's  signature was given
after anxious and conscientious discussion with Pandit Motilal and Mahatma  Gandhi
and a full explanation  to  the meeting of the leaders.    While formally adhering to
Independence,  Pandit   Jawabarlal said,  he would    not  place any  obstacle  in  the
way of all parties other than Independents,  a small group, getting full  Dominion
Status constitution immediately, and he would likely explain his position   in a short
statement without detracting from the support he had  given as   President-elect and
General Secretary of the Congress, the policy of which for the present is for accepting
Dominion Status when offered.    President Patel's assistance and   influence  over the
leaders was instrumental largely in   bringing  view-points  together and Mahatma
Gandhi's was as usual truly the joint mind as reflected  in the  deliberations  on the
three drafts of Sir T. B. Sapru, Pandit Jawaharlal and Mahatma Gandhi.
^    But this enthusiasm was gradually waning as time passed on and as the issues and
implications  of the Viceregal announcement were being clarified by diverse views
expressed by the leaders and the press   in the country.   The general impression
left on the public  mind by the reactionary debate in Parliament on the Indian
question and reinforced by the publication of the subsequent correspondence between
the Premier^and Mr.    Baldwin, was very discouraging.    It was now being realised
that the   Viceroy's  statement was  nothing more  than a camouflaged version of
the Declaration of 1917 and that it was   nothing more than a device to rally the
moderates among the Indian  politicians.     A second  conference of the signatories
to the Delhi Manifesto met at Allahabad on the   i8th  November when the political
situation as   it had   developed both  in  England  and India  since  the   Viceroy's
announcement and the parliamentary debates thereon was reviewed.

